
Msg Decoder Utility for WSJT-X or JTDX
Why we made this utility!

FT8 software, like WSJT-X does not show/highlight any incoming line, when a callsign was (already) worked before!
JTDX has a few more options, it does highlight the line when it finds the callsign inside the “wsjtx_log.adi” file.

On start the utility will look for the “wsjtx_log.adi” files used inside the WSJT-X and JTDX application folder.
The files will be loaded, then merged and followed by a cleanup to remove any duplicates.

To make this work on both FT8 Software packages, we need to collect the callsign data when a line is received.

All FT8 software packages use a complex messaging system, that allows us to load and analyze (all) incoming lines.
To compare we need to analyze every incoming line, and search for Call Sign, Band and Mode reported.

The line data will be combined and used to scan through the collect (callsign) data from “adif” files loaded before.
When a match is found, the utility will return a message to the FT8 software, and Higlight the Call Sign . 

It will perform the same actions on both software packages, WSJT-X or JTDX.

The Utility runs in the background, and it will analyze all the incoming messages.
You do not really need the application, but it will prevent you from making the same connections repeatedly.

On the next pages you will find screen prints that indicate what it does when processing.

Ps. The software is tested on Windows 11.



This is how the MsgDecoder looks when it  is running!



This is how JTDX looks, when MsgDecoder is running!

The blue highlights are Call Sign’s 
you have worked before.

The blue highlights are Call Sign’s 
you have worked before.



This is how WSTJ-X looks, when MsgDecoder is running!

The blue highlights are Call Sign’s 
you have worked before.

The blue highlights are Call Sign’s 
you have worked before.



The utility can be combined with other FT8 software.

FT8 Software  - WSTJ-X or JTDX
IP: 224.0.0.1 and UDP Port: 2237

Automatically starts in Multicast Mode
Send, but also Receives messages

Internal network - local PC

JT-Alert
IP: 224.0.0.1 and Port: 2237

Automatically use Multicast Mode
Receive and Send to FT8 Software

Grid-Tracker
IP: 224.0.0.1 and UDP Port: 2237
Need to setup in Multicast Mode
Only receive from FT8 Software

LoopControl
IP: 224.0.0.1 and UDP Port: 2237
Always used in Multicast Mode

Receive and Send to FT8 Software

MsgDecoder
IP: 224.0.0.1 and UDP Port: 2237
Always used in Multicast Mode

Receive and Send to FT8 Software



General Control setup guidelines.
• Download the software and install it on your PC (the computer that runs the FT8 Software).

• The Installation software will allow to deviate from the default settings, but the defaults are recommended.

• You can start the software, and the next step is to teach the Path/Name were the “wsjtx_log.adi”  files are located.

• These files are inside your personal AppData/local folder  - example“C:\Users\xxxx\AppData\Local\JTDX”.

• In the Menu you can load WSJT & JTDX, Extra storage and QRZ Logbook files, but if you only use WSJT-X then load 

the others with the same location to avoid missing file reports when you start the application.

• You also can define the colors used for Highlighting the Call Sign. 

You need to select what files to use.

Last two item define the color used.

You need to setup the file location.

Setup communication, defaults advised
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